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See us on the web at www.floridagreyhounds.com  

The Hounds’ Run 

GPA Officers & Representatives 
President 

Dennis Tyler  -  321-242-9010 
cfgpa@cfl.rr.com 

 

Vice-president 
Monique Moore  -  321-639-8883 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Claire Tyler  -  321-242-9010 
greymomcrt@cfl.rr.com 

 

Communications Secretary 
Lorie Stewart  -  321-779-9289 

zoomer@cfl.rr.com 
 

Special Events & PetSmart - Melb. 
Brenda Stacy  -  321-794-9180 

glassngreys@cfl.rr.com 
 

Special Events & Petco - North 
Vicki Smith - 321-632-3502 

greyladie@cfl.rr.com 
 

Petco  -  Viera 
Nancy Passage - 321-757-6156 
AMAZINGREYS2@aol.com 

 

PetSmart  -  Vero Beach 
Andy & Tracey Segal - 772-581-4581 

andysegal@bellsouth.net 
 

Newsletter 
Carol Gfeller— 321-259-2654 
gfellerce1@earthlink.net 

 

Calendar Year Summaries 

2008:  Local Adoptions 2008:  Local Adoptions 2008:  Local Adoptions 2008:  Local Adoptions ---- 31;  Shipped  31;  Shipped  31;  Shipped  31;  Shipped ---- 208  208  208  208     

2007:  Local Adoptions 2007:  Local Adoptions 2007:  Local Adoptions 2007:  Local Adoptions ---- 62;  Shipped  62;  Shipped  62;  Shipped  62;  Shipped ---- 501 501 501 501    

Since 1996, transitioned 5,827 from trackSince 1996, transitioned 5,827 from trackSince 1996, transitioned 5,827 from trackSince 1996, transitioned 5,827 from track    

The Journey      By Claire Tyler 
We have often been asked how we got involved with Greyhound 
Adoption.  It all started with the adoption of our first greyhound, Clara 
in 1992.  We fell under her spell.  We had other breeds as pets but 
we always considered them as dogs.  Clara was a friend and she al-
lowed us to share her life.  In doing so, our lives changed dramatically.  
We got involved and wanted to help other greyhounds get adopted.  
We wanted to make a difference.  Our passion for greyhounds and 
helping them continues to grow.  We hope that as you share your life 
with one of these majestic animals, you will want to share the passion 
and become involved in helping other greyhounds.  

The Challenge  
On April 26th, the Melbourne Greyhound Track discontinued live racing 
for the "Season".   GPA Central Florida was given 202 Greyhounds.   
Once again, we are challenged to move a large number of Grey-
hounds. Although this is the 11th time we have experienced a "seasonal 
closing" since 1996, it is never easy.   Greyhounds will need a lot of 
food, wormers, health care and kennel supplies before they are all 
moved into homes or transported.   

We are in need of your help: 

• We are asking for volunteers who can help   feed and assist in 
some of the kennel work.  If you can volunteer, one morning a 
week or have some spare time, please contact Lorie Stewart at 
321-779-9289 or email her at zoomer@cfl.rr.com.   

• We have a Wish List of items that can be donated to help 
out.  Items can be dropped off in the mornings at the kennel 
compound.   Items will go in Kennel #10.  Please call 242-
9010 and let Dennis know you are dropping off items.   

Ο Paper Towels and Toilet Paper  

o Canned Mackerel and Canned Evaporated Milk  

o Pine Sol Cleaner  

o Tall white Kitchen Trash Bags with drawstring  

Ο Milk Bone Dog Biscuits (small, medium or large size - 
Only Milk Bone Brand, please)  

- continued on Page 3 
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HappeningsHappeningsHappeningsHappenings    
Because of the rising temperatures, GPA will not be participating in any Outdoors 
Meet & Greets during the summer months.   We will need your help, however, at 
the following indoor events:  

This two-day event helps showcase everything ca-
nine.  Besides demonstrations of agility and obedi-
ence training, there will be several informational ta-
bles for, rescue groups, therapy dogs, and compan-
ion animals.  It will be held at the east end of the 
mall adjacent to JC Penney’s.  GPA will be there, 
with a table and brochures  

Promoting greyhound adoption.  We will need volun-
teers to cover times from 10-4 each day.  To avoid 
overcrowding, there will be a limit on the number of 
greyhounds that can be there at any one time.  
Please contact Vicki Smith at greyladie@cfl.rr.com or 
321-632-3502 if you can help out.   

Brevard Kennel Club – 18th Annual Canine Festival –  July 26 – 27 at Merritt Square Mall 

PetSmart and Petco:  We continue to struggle to 
get enough volunteers at PetSmart and Petco.  Life 
can be hectic and sometimes it is hard to make a 
long-term commitment.   However, if once a month is 
too much, please consider once every other month.  
Just two hours can “Make A Difference” and lead to 
an adoption.  It is important to get the word out and 
help these majestic animals find a forever home.  
Please consider contacting one of the following  GPA 
representatives to volunteer: 

Petco (Titusville) – Vicki Smith – 

greyladie@cfl.rr.com or 321-632-3502 
 

Petco (Viera) – Nancy Passage 
AMAZINGREYS2@aol.com or 321-757-6156 

 

PetSmart (Melbourne) – Brenda Stacy 

glassngreys@cfl.rr.com or 321-794-9180 
 

PetSmart (Vero Beach) – Andy & Tracey Segal 

andysegal@bellsouth.net or 772-581-4581 

Online Auction for GPA Central Florida - June 17-24 
We are so pleased to announce that Alisha Navarro from 2 Hound Design will be 
hosting a fundraiser for us.  We received so many wonderful donations for Woofstock 
that we kept select items for this Online Auction.  These auctions are exciting and a 
big fundraiser for our organization.  Last year, we managed to raise over $6,800 for 
the group.  Considering the expenses involved with care, feeding, and veterinary support for 
the hounds, the money doesn’t last long.  A special email will be sent to let members know 
when the auction starts.  For those not on our email list, please mark your calendars and check 

out the week long auction at:  http://tinyurl.com/5fro81 

Address & Email Update  
Please help keep our records current.  If you move or have a new email address, remem-
ber to let GPA know.  We want to keep you informed about what is happening at GPA.  
Most importantly, if anything should happen to your hound and they get loose, we want to 
be able to help locate you and reunite you with your pet.  It just takes a minute to let us 

know.  Drop at line to Claire Tyler at greymomcrt@cfl.rr.com or drop a line to 3525 Manassas 
Ave, Melbourne,  FL, 32934. 
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Continued from Page 1 

Ο Purina Weight Circles for Dog or Cat food.  We can redeem them and help offset the cost 
of dog food.  The circles must be from dog or cat food only (no treats).  These can be mailed 
to us.   

Since April, we have managed to move seven greyhounds into homes locally and transported 50 grey-
hounds.  We continue to be deeply indebted to the 45+ Greyhound Adoption Agencies in nonracing states 
that support us.  They continue to take Melbourne hounds and give moral & some financial support.  We 
would be lost without them.   

Here's an idea of what is going on: 

• We have updated our Website  at www.floridagreyhounds.com to reflect all the Special Needs grey-
hounds and Hard to Place (not cat safe) greyhounds in our care.   

• For folks interested in donating online, donations can be accepted via PayPal on our website.  

• We have two shipments scheduled  

o June 21 - a shipment is scheduled to deliver to groups from South Carolina to Buffalo, NY. 

o July 19 – East Coast Shipment ending in New Jersey. 

• To help offset the cost involved with taking care of all the hounds, GPA will be having an Online Auc-
tion.   It will be Held from June 17th  through 24th and is hosted by Alisha Navarro at 2-hound Design.  
Please spread the word and help make this a success.  Here’s a link:  http://tinyurl.com/5fro8l   

Welcome Aboard! 
(New Adoptions Since January 1, 2008) 

NEW OWNER GREYHOUND DATE  

Ronald & Christina Delaney 

Diane Gray 

Gina & Bob Shoos 

Steve & Mary Lee Muse 

J. Wayne Finch 

Yvonne & Pete Hervochon 

Carole & Ken Greenstein 

Judy Worm 

Wanda Hancock 

Wanda Hancock 

Bonnie Newman 

Walt & Rebecca Budrow 

Beverly Summers 

Robert Silvernail 

Leslie & David Iodice 

Richard Greenberg 

Solitary Oreo 

Majority Leader 

Sol Fara 

Dz Leonardo 

Betty Ledbetter 

Bbr Miss Behavin 

Silly Tilly 

Piano Teacher 

Boldndaring 

JW Nokomis Ned 

Cf’s Sweetkisses 

Laney 

Jimbo Mitzi 

Seminole 

Topcat Warrior 

Lee Twister 

1/16 

1/18 

1/19 

1/19 

1/26 

1/26 

2/2 

2/2 

2/19 

2/19 

2/29 

2/29 

3/1 

3/2 

3/5 

3/8 

 

NEW OWNER GREYHOUND DATE  

Jennifer Cintron 

Alexis Rouchaleau 

Edward Petersman 

Michael Haig 

Pat & John Eastwood 

Rita Waldrop 

Leslie & David Iodice 

Tracey Planinz 

Daniel Haber 

Jamie Nezol 

John & Valerie Loporto 

Ann Lovell 

Pat Sauer 

Jerry Moynihan 

Tracey Planinz 

Pikpocket Hopper 

Mh Honest Design 

Bootstrap Bill 

Shining Sea 

Ww’s Bomb Blitz 

Aeon Flux 

Glynda in Repose 

Goodbye Rob 

Kd Hope 

Solitary Rundown 

Lee Whip 

Atascocity Mike 

Wcs Wicked Witch 

Bbr Hold Your Pants 

Lilly’s Pal 

3/12 

3/21 

3/29 

4/5 

4/5 

4/7 

4/18 

4/18 

5/1 

5/5 

5/17 

5/28 

5/29 

5/30 

6/4 
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How did we end up with so many greyhounds?! 
By Nan McClary 

Vice-president, Greyhound Adoptions of Greater Rochester 

How did our family end up with so many 
greyhounds?  I can tell you that it wasn’t be-
cause my husband or daughter wanted so 
many.  We currently have 6 greyhounds in 
residence.  I like to say that my acute sense of 
hearing helped us adopt so many.  I have this 
incredible ability to hear greyhounds “calling” 
to me.  Last year about this time I kept visiting 
GPA-CF’s website, where I enjoy looking at all 
the Hard to Place dogs (they are not cat 
friendly) and the page of shy and special needs 
dogs.  I have a specia place in my hear for shy 
greyhounds ever since we adopted a very shy 
male 4 years ago.  On Dennis’ site I saw a tall, 
skinny cat friendly, shy male named Shata 
Zack that caught my eye.  He was my favorite 
greyhound color: black.  I told my husband 
about him and made him look at Zack’s pic-
ture.  Marty was not impressed.  I showed our 
daughter Allison.  She thought he was cut, but 
she wasn’t interested in adding him to our 
family either.  I kept telling them that Zack 
was calling to me.  I told Brenda, the president 
of GAGR, and she said, “Stop Listening.  
Marty will divorce you.”  A couple of months 
passed and Zack kept calling to me and I kept 

nagging.  I told Marty that black is the least 
popular color for adopters who visit kennels 
to choose greyhounds and that his shyness 
was another strike against him.  Finally, 
Marty gave in.  I’d like to say he did so gra-
ciously, but that would be a lie.  He did con-
tinue his reputation within the groups as St. 
Martin though because he puts up with me 
and all the greyhounds I have talked him into 
letting me adopt.  Dennis added my Zack to 
the transport list for the next haul north and 
at the end of April 2007, he juped out of the 
hauler and into our lives.  He is a great dog 
and assumed the bottom of the dog pack posi-
tion very nicely.  He is playful, very sweet, 
has a cute overbite, chews furniture, and 
would make a great hunting dog for squirrels.  
He is wonderful with the cats and is not as 
shy as I thought he’d be.  I am so glad he 
called to me and that I listened.!  Even Marty 
and Allison admit he is a great addition to the 
pack.  If you don’t mind adopting a non-cat/
small animal friendly greyhound or a shy one, 
Dennis always has many available.  They may 
be “hard to place” but they are wonderful 
dogs!  
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 l wrote about the bitter sweetness of borrowed time.  It 
was two summers ago after waking at 5 in the morning to 
peer through my telescope.  The planet Mars was passing 
closer to our earth than it had in 60,000 years and I did not 
want to miss it. 

 As I climbed back into bed that morning, I lay in the 
semi darkness of first light, listening to the deep breathing 
of our 90-pound brindle greyhound, who was firmly en-
sconced in the bed between my wife and me.  Al’s diagno-
sis of bone cancer a year earlier had heightened our sense 
of the preciousness of each day and for the sweetness of the 
borrowed time with him. 

 My wife Susan had taken an aggressive and dominant 
retired racing greyhound, one that no one knew what to do 
with, and had appealed to his better nature.  Over time Al 
responded by becoming a playful, adoring and adored com-
panion.  In the process Susan was also changed as she al-
lowed herself to be taken into the heart of her great visitor. 

 Al became a constant companion and protector of 
Susan during the 90 or more days that I traveled each year.  
I would call each night from wherever I was to check on 
the two of them.  After I talked with Susan, she would put 
Al on the phone, and I would say those things that some of 
you have said over the phone to your pets!  In his gracious-
ness, Al always welcomed me home, never seeming to 
mind that he then had to share Susan.  I was always respect-
ful of their relationship for I had never seen barriers be-
tween species so fully erased.  I often felt that I was in the 
presence of a mysterious and holy relationship. 

 As that first year of Al’s diagnosis turned into an-
other year and then another, I began to slide down the slip-
pery slope of denial.  I knew it and I did not care.  I began 
to believe that our borrowed time with Al was permanent.  I 
began to believe that the magical, even romantic relation-
ship between Al and Susan would go on forever.  I believed 
that I would forever be privileged to watch the two of them 
so in love, tease each other and cuddle together. 

 My denial ended the afternoon that our vet walked 
through the door and said sharply over his shoulder to his 
assistant, “I don’t need to see any more x-rays!”  I 
knew in an instant that what he had seen indicated that 
Al’s cancer had spread to his lungs, and that we were 
at the end of our exquisite journey of hope. 

  On the drive home from the vet’s, we stopped at a 
favorite store and bought freshly fried chicken   

livers  — what had been a Friday afternoon ritual!  
Then, with Al in the back of the car eating chicken liv-
ers, we turned onto a rural road and spent hours, riding 
through the countryside, eating the livers.  It seemed 
that afternoon that if we could continue to drive, that 
we could hold Al’s impending death at bay.  Of course 
we could not and so we found our way home, and to 
reality. 

 I canceled my scheduled trips and was not away 
overnight from that day at the vet’s office until Al’s 
death four months later.  I did not want to miss a single 
sweet evening of borrowed time. 

 As the scope of Al’s world diminished, he was 
no longer able to go upstairs or take long walks.  Yet 
the more that was taken away, the more precious be-
came what was left.  Our downstairs bedroom became 
for Al, as it did for us, a sanctuary — a place of protec-
tion, where time seemed to stand still each evening.  
And it was the place where we made the final decision 
that neither Al nor we could continue our journey to-
gether. 

 The day after Al’s death I wrote to those who 
knew Al, or who had heard about him. 

 For those of you who cared and often asked 
about our great greyhound Albert Arruda.  Friday 
night at 6:00 p.m. Al reluctantly gave in to his three-
and-a-half-year battle with bone cancer.  It was a sad 
and peaceful leaving; with Al’s head cradled in Susan’s 
lap at the end of a ride in his beloved car, with the win-
dows down and the wind blowing in his face.  After-
wards, the wind turned cold and blew hard and wet as 
if to cleanse the pain of leaving. 

 Saturday morning, in the first gray light of dawn, 
we woke to our tears and a bedroom and house satu-
rated with the absence of Al’s irrepressible presence.  
The day dawned bright and beautiful.  With the beauty 
came the sad awareness that the long road that the 
three of us had been on had now gone over the rim of 
the world to a place that we could no longer see. 

 Al Loved his life and did not want to leave.  For 
those of you who cared and asked during the journey 
with our great visitor — we give you thanks. . . . 

   Vic & Susan 

   May 20, 2005  

A Tribute to Al 
This story has been taken from the book Reflections on the Journey, Glimpses of the Holy, with  

permission by the author, W. Victor Maloy 
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Rocky - written by Cheryl Holewinski 
 

 It was a typical fall Saturday weekend, so I sent my husband out for er-
rands. What wasn’t typical about that day, though, was my husband’s return.  He 
ran through the door, shouting, “Honey, you should have seen the greyhounds at 
PetSmart!  What do you think about adopting one?  Today?”  My reason prevailed, 
for about two months, and then I went with him to see the beautiful hounds. 

 In February 1998, Rancho Hotrock, aka Rocky, joined our family.  He was just months shy of his second 
birthday.  Rocky, a beautiful champagne boy with a striking black muzzle, pranced over and chose us.  In that 
first day, he acted like he’d always been in our home, settling right in.  By the second day, he had chosen me as 
his.  I got the first arm nit as he claimed me.  Then he followed me so closely 
around the house, that if I stopped suddenly, he’d run into me.  In bed, he’d 
sleep with his head on my shoulder, snuggled as close as he could get.  When 
we would do errands together and someone would come over to speak to me, 
he’d have a fit.  He would bark and carrying on as if he had to protect me from 
the world.  

 Rocky collected everything of mine that was within reach.  Pillows, slippers, 
underwear, pajamas and more became the pile upon which he would sleep.  He didn’t like his crate very much 
and was always shredding his blankets in there.  I was always begging for everyone’s castoff blankets. One day I 

made the mistake of putting a down feather pillow in the crate with him 
when I left.  When I returned, there were white feathers everywhere! 

 During the summer of 2000, we decided Rocky needed a buddy.  As 
it turned out, TJ, a sweet dark brindle boy, needed a new home .  So 
our family became four.  While Rocky let TJ know he was the man of 
the house, they became inseparable buddies sharing beds, playing in the 
yard, and hanging out all day long. 

 After a valiant year-long fight with cancer, in 2005, a day before 
my birthday, Rocky left us at the age of nine.  This past January, TJ fol-

lowed him to the Bridge at the age of 10.  We have adopted four more hounds over the years, but not a day goes 
by that I don’t think about my Rocky boy and smile between the tears. 
 Editor’s Note:  Cheryl is a member of GPA Maryland and a big supporter of GPA Central Florida.  The Holewinski family in-
cludes two greyhound that came from Melbourne--”Ditto Assurance”  and “Ed’s Primetime”. 

In Memoriam 
A TRIBUTE TO FRIENDS WE HAVE RECENTLY LOST 

Carolyn Thomas 

A Special Member of 

Greyhound Pets 

 

Reita’s Big Boy 

Beloved Pet of 

John Loporto  

Ziegler 

Beloved Pet of 

Pat Ketter 

Chooch & Murphy 

Beloved Pets of 

Leslie & David  Iodice 

 

Tyville Main Man (aka Cody) 

Beloved Pet of 

Kathie & Keith Kiser 

Kimmie 

Beloved Pet of 

Jacqui Balgo & Family 

Hucks Lady Luck (aka Fiona) 

Beloved Foster of 

Liz Hibner 
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2008 Membership  
 

Greyhound Pets of America needs your support to help without many expenses. The fee 
associated with adopting the greyhounds does not always cover our actual expenses.  
GPA Central Florida depends on donations to cover all emergency veterinary expenses, 
kennel supplies, and many other costs incurred that are not met by adoption fees.  Please 
consider becoming a member.  If your are a current member, please be sure to renew your 
membership.  As a member, you will receive our newsletter and be informed of events that 
are happening in our area. 

 

2008 Membership Form 
 
Please complete and mail to: 
 

Greyhound Pets of America, Central Florida, 325 Manassas Avenue, Melbourne, FL  32934 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address:  __________________________________________________ 

 
City:  ________________________  State:  ________Zip:  ________________ 

 
Telephone:  (        ) _______________  E-mail:  __________________________________________ 

 
� Please check box if there is a change in the information currently on file. 

 
Type of Membership: 
 
 
 ___ Family  -  $20 
 
 ___ General Sponsor  -  $25  (Receives a Bumper Sticker) 
 
 ___ Donor  -  $50  (Receives an Adoption Awareness Ribbon) 
 
 ___ Senior Hound “Nikki fund” - (Donor receives notepad/pen) 
 
 ___ Activity Sponsor 
 
   ___ Frontline Application for 6 greyhounds - $30 
 
  ___ Broken Leg Treatment sponsor 
 
   ___ Donor to cover cost of x-rays  -  $75 
 
   ___ Donor to cover cost to feed recovering greyhound for 6-8 weeks  -  $60 
 
   ___ Donor to cover surgery $200  -  $1,7700 
 
 ___ Special Testing or Treatment Sponsor (member will receive bio on greyhounds  
     who need special testing or help) 
 
   ___ Donor for Detail Thyroid Testing  -  $50 
 
   ___ Donor for Thyroid Medications  -  $75 
 
   ___ Donor for Tick Titer testing  -  $90 
 
   ___ Donor for Heartworm treatment  -  $250 
 

www.floridagreyhounds.com   

� New 

� Renewal 

GPA is a 501(c)3 organization dedicated to the placement of retired racing greyhounds.  A copy of the Florida Registra-
tion and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling 1-800-435-7352 within 
the state.  “Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the State.” 
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Greyhound Pets of America 
Central Florida Chapter 
3525 Manassas Avenue 
Melbourne, FL  32935 

www.floridagreyhounds.com 

 
Special Thanks 

We extend a special  “Thank You” to all those who give so generously of their 
time and help promote greyhound adoption.  Countless greyhounds have found 
homes because of your efforts.  Your participation counts.  We never know when we 
will plant a seed for a prospective adoption.  So many times we hear new adopters 
say that they fell in love with the greyhounds at Cocoa Village Craft Shows or an-
other venue and they finally were at a point in their lives when they could adopt.   

Clip, Save, & Recycle 
 You can help GPA by clipping & saving your Purina Weight Circles.  We are able to 
redeem weight circles for any kind of Purina Dog Food and Purina Cat Food.  Each 
pound counts and helps us to reduce our cost for feeding the hounds.  We are also able 
to recycle ink cartridges.  Don’t discard and clog up the environment, help GPA.  They 
can all be mailed to Claire Tyler, 3525 Manassas Ave, Melbourne, FL, 32934   


